
Nobel International School had its first 
Parent Teachers Meeting of the year this 
month. Having no schooling session for that 
day, some students chose to follow their 
parents for the meeting. The school hall that 
day was filled with tables and chairs 
specifically set up for the respective class 
teachers, parents and students to be seated 
comfortably. Parents and teachers 
discussed matters regarding character, 
school life and the studies of the students. 

Meanwhile, an Art Exhibition was also set 
up on the hall stage, showcasing the 
artwork produced by Nobel’s high school 
students.

This year, there were two new events in 
conjunction with this PTM. 

The Prefectorial Board and the Librarian 
committee each had their own individual 
fundraising at the lower canteen: the 
Prefectorial Board with their Café and the 
Librarian Board with their Book Sale. Each 
organization arrived early in school to set up 
their respective fundraisers, hoping to draw 
a crowd.

The Café for example, sold an assortment 
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OSCAR TAN - A FILM EDITOR4

PTM DAY
“A day of anxiety, relief and renewal for the Junior & Senior 
School students”By, Lim Chun Zhe

When watching movies, have you ever wondered how superman 
flies? Or when gunshots are fired, where these sounds come from? 
Well, behind all the special effects, are film editors, the people 
responsible for making movie magic. 

In comes Oscar Tan, a boy in year 10 who possesses a growing 
talent and brimming passion for video editing. Introverted and quiet, 
this unassuming character started his journey into films a year ago 
(2012) when his history teacher gave his class a presentation-based 
coursework. Wanting to take a turn on the usual presentations, he 
decided to create a video for it, the first of many in his journey. 

Tan started by turning to the Internet, websites like YouTube taught 
him what he needed to know, as well as lending him his biggest 
support. It was a difficult challenge in the beginning, knowing nothing 
about video-making. Tan watched YouTube tutorials almost every day 
during his early learning, sometimes watching up till 12 a.m. in the 
morning. Part of his motivation of course was the strong competition 
in his class. 

This mini-competition for the coursework put students in teams of 
five, while the best from each class would get the chance to compete 
with other classes. Oscar mentions that these were also “strong 
competitors” which put him on the edge and motivated him to be 
stronger still. When asked for a piece of advice, Tan said, 
“Remember, Google is your friend’. 

The software Tan first started using was Adobe After Effects, but he 
also uses Adobe Premiere Pro as his second choice. He feels that 
these are good software to use, however one of his obstacles is that 
he doesn’t have a good computer to support some of these 

software’s features. Because of this, he feels that his learning is 
limited.  

Tan also got involved in the movie maker CCA. This club further 
propelled his inspiration to be an editor, although this also meant that 
he soon became very busy. Tan now had more deadlines to meet in 
addition to his competition. Both due dates were set very close 
together, so he had to choose to focus on his coursework. 

In the end, Tan got first place in his history coursework competition. 
He humbly praised  his competitors, who “ also had good videos”, 
claiming that “it was a tight competition between him and his friends”.

 
Later on, Tan joined forces with his competitors to form a team, 
naming it “Anonymous Production”. As a team, they shared their 
knowledge and learned together, releasing videos like “Classhood”, 
in May 2013, a video about students and their funny shenanigans in 
class, which has garnered more than 2,290 views on YouTube. In the 
team, Tan is both the Visual Effects Supervisor and assistant director. 
Currently, Tan and his team are planning to enter a video competition 
by Leadernomics. 

A scene from classhood.

of tarts and drinks. These food and 
beverages could be enjoyed at the tables 
and chairs set up nearby or on-the-go. A 
catchy tagline was used by some of the 
more outgoing and enthusiastic prefects to 
attract customers into buying the drinks sold 
which went: ‘Coffee, Tea or Me?’ 

The Book Sale, located next to The Café, 
sold all sorts of books that belonged to the 
Nobel students which were collected over a 
period of a few weeks. Students brought 
books that they wished to be sold to the 
library and gave their name as well the 
amount they wished to receive for their 
books. The librarians charged a RM3 
service fee for each book sold and the 
money collected from these service fees 
went to a fund to purchase a new colour 
printer and book binder to be utilized by 
students and teachers in the library.

Throughout the day, some students seemed 
anxious while awaiting feedback from their 
teachers while others were relieved. 
Nonetheless, no matter what results one 
has got, it is a great time to start anew in this 
second half of the year. 
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Nobel had its annual International Day for the elementary students, celebrated on the first week of 
July. The scene was bustling as the elementary students arrived one by one wearing the costumes 
of their selected countries. Children aging from six to twelve went to their well-decorated 
classrooms where the teachers instructed them to behave.

Prefects along with their trainees from the secondary school helped to “stamp” the students’ 
“passports” using stickers and stamps. They did this outside the classroom (or the country). Flags 
were hung, marking their pride for their countries. Inside the classrooms, there were different 
varieties of food and beverages accompanied by lively music. The decorations inside and outside 
of the classrooms were brightly coloured, exhibiting cultural information.

Parents were seen supporting their children, and taking pictures of the hard work their sons and 
daughters presented. Miss Evelyn Tay, Puan Halimah, Miss Sim and a few other teachers were the 
judges of the day and they strolled from class to class. When asked, students said that “they had 
fun” and they “enjoyed themselves very much”. They also mentioned that they had to “put in a lot of 
effort to make everything”.

After four hours, the students went home with their parents, wearing big smiles on their faces. 
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It was an eye-opening, bustling week for the students of the Junior and Senior school. There were 
five categories the classes had to compete in for International Week: Project Runway; MasterChef; 
Class Performance; Booth Exhbition and Video. All classes had to compete to win points in these 
categories using the most creative and entertaining ways possible.
 
Teachers have complimented several classes who went out of their way to prepare for International 
Week. Some even came to school on weekends or stayed back after school just to practice their 
performances or to do up their booths. It was a very encouraging to see everyone working together,  
and even those who didn’t get along eventually still managed to contribute to their class greatly. 

Some classes weren’t very smooth in the working process though. There were issues like how a 
only handful of students would do all the work while others would slack and get distracted easily 
resulting in a situation where all the work was being distributed unevenly.

The first category that took place was the Class Performance and Booth Exhibition. Classes would 
go up on stage and perform a skit, song or dance that represented an aspect of their country. The 
audience went wild for their classes and roared with excitement. Later in the day students would go 
into the hall during their break times and take a look at the booths which represented the countries 
of the classes, some booths had people dressed up in traditional wear and Fun Facts about their 
country were posted up .

 
The following event was the MasterChef cookoff. This was the 
perfect chance for the chefs-in-progress to explore their passion 
and skills in presenting a meal that represented the cuisine of their 
country. Project Runway was next and it was our Fashionistas’ 
time to shine. The spotlight blazed, and the models strut their stuff 
on the runway, showing off the outfits put together by their class 
designers. Finally, the Video competition wrapped things up on 
Friday with every class getting their turn to broadcast their 
self-made videos in the hall during the morning assembly. 
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 JUNIOR SENIOR 

MasterChef Canada Turkey 

Project Runway Canada New Zealand 

Performance South Africa New Zealand 

Booth Exhibition South Africa Netherlands 

Video Jamaica Australia 

OVERALL WINNER Mexico Netherlands 

 


