
Did you know that the multiplication table we 
use today dates back to about 490 AD? 
Thought to be the baseline of the broad 
subject that is mathematics, the 
multiplication table (informally called the 
times table) is taught to elementary school 
students internationally.

Nobel’s Elementary School students are no 
different – they have been encouraged to 
recite the times table when moving around 
the school in their class lines. This practice 
was recently introduced by the elementary 
school’s math teachers, in a bid to 
strengthen the students’ multiplication skills. 
This was so the students would not be 
hindered from moving on to more advanced 
skills, such as division.

Students of different age groups recite 
different parts of the times table. The level of 
difficulty increases with their grade level. 
For example, the Year 2 students recite the 
1 and 2 times table while the Year 6 
students recite the 12 times table.

Many students seem to enjoy this 
implementation. Sin En Yi, a Year 2 student, 
said, “It is good for me, and I like doing it.” 
Joshua Koh, a Year 3 student, concurs. 
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MULTIPLYING EFFORT
“Elementary school students have been hard at work polishing 
their multiplication skills”By Alicia Saw

Colin Saw, top runner for Year 6, tells us about himself 
and why he is a good athlete-along with sound advice. 
He says that though he spends his pastime playing 
games, he does practice running in his house every day. 
With a polite smile, he says, "You do not need to 
overwork yourself by practicing every single moment of 
the day. Your muscles will get strained if you do that.” 
Saw notes that it is important to take time to rest, a part 
of training that is often missed out or forgotten. “It is 
important not to let your muscles tear or be pulled as it is 
the most important part of your athletic abilities."

Saw has won many competitions in a wide array of 
sporting events. Fencing, Taekwondo, the high jump, 
long jump and of course, the 100 meter dash. He first 
became interested in sports when he was just 5 years 
old. This was also the very first time he took part in a 
competition. The sport was Taekwondo and he won third 
place. He continued to build his strength, stamina and 
speed since then and has continued his victories. He 
later got a gold medal for Taekwondo at 7 years old, then 
two gold medals for fencing, and now adds one gold 
medal for high jump and long jump and two gold medals 
for the 100 meter dash to his collection.

One of Saw’s goal is winning a medal for running in the 
MSSM (Majlis Sukan Sekolah Malaysia) sports 
competition next year. When asked if he has an even 
bigger goal, he declined, saying he wants to stick to 
winning the MSSM first before even thinking of bigger 
competitions such as the Junior Olympics. "I love 
running because it is fun," he remarks, "My father, 
mother, grandfather and grandmother were all athletes 
so I want to make them proud of me." Saw, despite being 
only 11 years old, has gone on to the finals of the MSSD 
(Majlis Sukan Sekolah Daerah) this year and gotten 5th 
place out of the 82 participants, most of them being one 
year older than him.  

"Training is important." Saw says, ”but training with 
friends makes life much better.” This is but one of the 
ways Saw becomes a better athlete.

The 9 Times Quickie

1. Hold your hands in front of you with 
your fingers spread out.
2. For 9 X 3 bend your third finger 
down. (9 X 4 would be the fourth 
finger etc.)
3. You have 2 fingers in front of the 
bent finger and 7 after the bent finger.
4. Thus the answer must be 27.
5. This technique works for the 9 
times tables up to 10.

The 11 Times Rule #1

1. Take any number to 10 and 
multiply it by 11.
2. Multiply 11 by 3 to get 33, multiply 
11 by 4 to get 44. Each number to 10 
is just duplicated.

The 11 Times Rule #2

1. Use this strategy for two digit 
numbers only.
2. Multiply 11 by 18. Jot down 1 and 
8 with a space between it. 1 --8.
3. Add the 8 and the 1 and put that 
number in the middle: 198

Source: www.maths.about.com

By Ken Kuah

The 20th of August was a memorable day for the 
members of the Christian Fellowship (CF) club in Nobel. 
A treasure hunt event was organized for the members 
and took place around the school compound during 
after-school CCA hours.  This event had members 
engaged in activities such as searching for clues, solving 
puzzles and answering quizzes, all to win attractive 
prizes at the end.

The event was initially introduced by Caleb Chen and Ng 
Kuan Yew, both committee members of the CF club. The 
committee members, together with teachers took fifteen 
minutes to set up the obstacles and stations. There were 
nine stations in total. Each group at the hunt had about 
5-8 members and had to complete many daunting tasks, 
such as “smuggling bibles” past a teacher who was a 
“border guard” and delivering it to a station-master who 
would give them their next clue. There were many other 
obstacles, namely role-playing as “the good Samaritan” , 
acting out a scene from the bible and a water balloon 
game, where students popped balloons to find hidden 
messages.  

One particular station-master said that these activities 
enhanced and refreshed the members’ knowledge on 
Christianity and the Bible. It is hoped that this would also 
make them keen to learn more about their faith. 

A teacher stated, “I am both surprised and proud that the 
committee members of the Christian Fellowship club 
could come up with such an idea for their members! 
They were able to organise it in such a way that the 
students were in no way bored at the idea!”

“Many thanks to the committee members for their hard 
work in coming up with such an event in such a short 
period of time. We, the members of the Christian 
Fellowship, are truly grateful and appreciative of all that 
they have done for us to make this club fantastic!” 

CF TREASURE HUNT

However, another student from Year 6 
admits that it [reciting the times table] is 
“sometimes fun, sometimes not.”

It has only been a recent development, but 
many are certain that it will be beneficial for 
the students.

Subject A* A B C 
Malay (0546) 
 

19 22 9 4 

Mandarin 
First 
Language 
(0509) 

1 3 3 0 

Mandarin 
Foreign 
Language 
(0547) 

9 0 0 0 

 

Congratulations 
to our Year 11 

students!
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The C3 Prefects’ Camp this year was all about Communication, Commitment and Confidence. It 
was hoped that all prefects would be instilled with these values. 

During the three days at camp, camp participants engaged in many activities. There were 'solo 
drops', where prefects were left alone in a pitch-black forest without any light or communication 
device for about 40 minutes. There were also obstacle courses, that really helped team members 
bond, and pond rafting. 

This time, there were no sessions with guest speakers, but it was a time of fun and activities that 
aimed to develop and build character.   

During the first day, the emphasis was on ‘Communication’. The prefects were grouped into six 
teams and each was arranged in such a way that all members did not know each other and were 
forced to bond and communicate with people they never would have communicated with in the first 
place. 

Later in the night, during the solo-drop activity, prefects were supposed to reflect alone in the dark-
ness. Certain prefects were terrified of the dark, while others coolly sat through it. 

The second day saw pond-rafting, and relaxation in the hot springs. The pond-rafting activity (and 
the subsequent station games and treasure hunt) required a great deal of Commitment and perse-
verance due to the difficult nature of the games. Prefects also performed impromptu skits based 
on song lyrics – with prefect committee members occasionally interrupting them with the line “And 
suddenly” to which other prefects would jump in and attempt to disrupt the skit, resulting in hilari-
ous scenarios. 

On the third and final day of camp, the day of ‘Confidence’, there was a team race. The prefects of 
each team stuck together and encouraged each other, many running as a group even when they 
could have run ahead and left the stragglers behind. The final activity of the day involved prefects 
popping balloons while being blindfolded and navigating a ‘maze’ where mischievous camp com-
mittee members scared them for fun. 

Prefects’ Camp 2013 was immensely enjoyable and shout out to the wonderful camp coordinators, 
Emily Liew and Brandon Lee, and the camp committee members!

In conjunction with Malaysia’s 56th Independence Day, Nobel International School hosted a 
‘National Day Run’ for its Junior and Senior School students on Friday, 30th August 2013. The run 
was held at the Kepong Botanical Gardens, FRIM, around the 1.8 km park. Year 7 and Year 8 
students had to run three rounds, while Year 9 and 10 ran five rounds. 

The warm ups began promptly upon arrival at the park entrance, and at the sound of the horn all 
participants started their jog. In addition to the run, the school promoted the sales of T- shirts which 
were part of a fundraising project for the newly established Free Tuition Centre in Jinjang. Each 
shirt cost RM50 and students were encouraged to purchase one. 

Water stations were set up for students to quench their thirst. The path included many twists and 
turns, and a series of low and steep slopes. 

At the end of each round, each students received coloured rubber bands, indicating the rounds 
they had completed. Most students hung the bands around their wrists.The colours (in sequence) 
were red, blue, yellow, white and green. When they came to the last round, the students would 
each be given a national flag, celebrating their country’s birth and freedom. 

After the run, students gulped down swigs of water and lounged under the shade while chatting 
with their peers. Chicken rice was later served as a hearty treat for lunch. 

Congratulations to all our medal winners.

 

 

Junior – Team

1. Wesley Chow Koh Lin, Lai Wing Lok, Emerson Ng
2. Sean Mark Wai Hon, Chang Ye Sean, Dillon Teh
3. Kelvin Sin Wei Kang, Edmund H’ng, Kieran Jeshua Goh 
Seng Jeng

Senior – Team

1. Timothy Oon Ping Yi, Gaston Lai, Chan Park Lam
2. Lee Jin Yun, Samuel Low, Nah Yi Hong
3. Jacob Lim Xim Rong, Lee Yu Jin, Phuah Yong Ching

Teachers

1. Ms. Elaine Lim Yi Foong
2. Mr. Matthew Koh Boon Leong
3. Mr. Joseph Tan Yoke Lin

Junior – Individuals

Girls

1. Heng Le-Anne (7B)
2. Hong En Eng (8E)
3. Lai Yi Ruth (8N)

Boys

1. Tristan Lai (8B)
2. Lau Wei Yiang (7N)
3. Christopher Chew (7B)

Senior – Individuals

Girls

1. Evelyn Chua Shwu-Lynn (10B)
2. Jade Lee Shu Wern (9O)
3. Cyan Sin Tze Ean (9O)

Boys

1. Ivan Hiew Li Hern (9B)
2. Nitteshvaran (9O)
3. Kendrick Moi (10I)
4. Chew Wei Zhuen (10B)
5. Foo Chuan Ser (9N)


